
Bringing together his latest works, Murat Morova’s solo exhibition “Cosmic Latte” is opening on 

February 1st, 2019 at Galeri Nev Istanbul. Developing his unique visual iconography throughout 

the years, the artist’s latest series that have an integrated narrative in itself could be seen until 

March 16, 2019.

As a result of astronomers’ studies, it is known that the average color of the universe is called 

“Cosmic Latte” today. Thus, Murat Morova’s exhibition that narrates the universal integrity 

from macro-cosmos to micro-cosmos around the cyclical time, takes its unique name from this 

specific color. Throughout the years, Morova has created his unique symbolic language by taking 

the heterodoxic side of Islamic aesthetic as its resource. This time, his recent series focus on the 

symbols, myths and metaphors originating from both Eastern and Western cultures. 

From Leonardo da Vinci’s anatomy drawings to Nicolas de Nicolay’s eastern engravings; from 

the designs of Caspar David Friedrich and German romantic landscapes to Hoca Ali Rıza’s draw-

ings; from Frederik Ruysch’s designs and dervish lodge paintings to Ottoman market painters; a 

wide range of reference points constitute a path for the broader reading of this exhibition. Here, 

the artistic expression and aesthetic norms of Islamic mysticism “Tasavvuf” along with its own 

philosophical tradition meet the symbols and aesthetics of the West in order to decode Morova’s 

visual symbols. 

The artist’s sensitivity regarding the universe and human are embodied in the perfect human being 

called insan-ı kâmil, who is a guiding figure that carries certain symbolic details in Islamic Sufism. 

Emphasizing the nature of being human in every culture within his created eclectic aesthetics, Mo-

rova constructs the story of this figure in an aesthetic language and with landscapes that we are all 

familiar with. On the other hand, the works also examine how Islamic aesthetics that Morova inter-

prets as “a systematical but non-stationary whole” could approach today’s contemporary practices. 
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In Morova’s works, the symbols and codes illustrate that the Cosmic Latte colored universe is 

associated with the perfect human figure (insan-ı kâmil): both the macro and micro-universes 

compose this figure, who has the same virtue in all cultures and most importantly, who carries a 

part of all of us in his own being. Requiring a rich cultural and philosophical reading, this sym-

bolic language of the artists gives the lead for a tedious, yet enjoyable process of reinterpretation. 

•

Murat Morova (b. 1954, Istanbul) graduated from Marmara University, Faculty of Fine Arts. In the 

early 2000s, his works have started to be displayed in Galeri Nev Istanbul. East and the West; the 

relationship between the inner and outer worlds of the individual; mysticism; tradition, body and 

Islamic mysticism are the main topics and sources that shape the artist’s semantic world. Some of the 

group exhibitions he attended are the 2nd International Istanbul Biennial, the 49th Venice Biennale 

”Perfumed Garden (2001), the 2nd Buenos Aires Biennial (2002), 2001 “Musulmans / Musulmanes“, 

the Parc de la Vilette-Paris (2004), Triennale Bovisa-Milano (2008),“Istanbul Art Affair”, Frankfurt 

(2008),“Taswir- Islamische Bildwelten und Moderne”, Martin-Gropius-Bau- Museumportal Berlin 

(2009) and “From Traditional to Contemporary”, Istanbul Modern (2010). His works are also included 

in international collections such as the British Museum, Huda & Samia Farouki Collection and West-

deutsche Landesbank.

“Cosmic Latte” can be visited everyday except Sunday and Monday, between the hours of 11am-6.30pm.


