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Galeri Nev Istanbul Nejad Devrim’in sergisini agirlamaktan mutluluk
duyuyor. Soyutun Insast isimli sergi, Devrim'in Paris yillarinda (1947-
1968) iirettigi, Tiirk resminin ilk soyut ornekleri olarak sayilabilecek
tual ve kagit eserlerden bir secki sunuyor. Sergilenen eserler, Devrim’in
tirettigi soyut eserlerin yaratim agamasina 151k tutmayi hedefliyor.

Sanatginin tual eserleri ile yakin tarihlerden bir araya getirilen kagit
desenleri, soyut resim nasil kurgulanir, soyut resim ne kadar tesadiiflere
agiktir gibi konulari tartigmaya agiyor. Desenler kimi zaman sanat¢inin
soyutlama ugrasinin, arastirmasinin izlerini goriiniir kiliyor. Soyut
eserlerin olusum siirecinde 6n tasarim yapilir mi, nihai iirin bagtan
tasarlanabilir mi gibi noktalar1 diislindiirityor. Devrim’in daha once
sergilenmemis bu eserlerini izlerken, soyut ifade bi¢iminin disipline ne
kadar ihtiya¢ duydugunu sorguluyoruz. Jestiiel ve hizla gerceklestirilen
resimler ile planlanmis kompozisyonlar sonrasinda yaratilan resimler
arasindaki farklar nedir gibi sorularin 151g1nda soyut ifadenin nasil inga
edildigine tanik oluyoruz.

Nejad Devrim, Ikinci Diinya Savasrnin ardindan, Paris’in tekrar Avrupa
sanat ve kiltiir baskenti haline gelmesiyle, yolunu Paristen gegiren
Tiirk sanatcilardan biri. Paris’in 6zgiirliik¢ii atmosferinde yeni diisiince
sistemlerinin gelismesi ve yeni elestiri sistemlerinin ortaya ¢ikmasinin
saglandigr bir ortamda sanat kariyerine baglayan bir ressam. Amaci
kendisinden 6nce Parise gelen, Batida egitim goriip 6grendiklerini daha
sonra Tirkiyedeki sanat ortamina aktarmak isteyen kusaktan farkl.
Devrim'in de iginde bulundugu kusak, Bati ile e zamanli ve ayni1 sanat
ikliminde iiretim yapan, zamanin sanat ortaminda aktif rol oynamak
isteyen Tiirkiyenin ilk modernistlerinden olusuyor.

1946 yilinin sonbaharinda Parise giden Nejad Devrim, 1947 Nisan ayinda
Paris’te sergi agan ilk Tiirk sanatgis1 olarak hizla Paris sanat ortamina
girer. Istanbulda basladig1 figiiratif kompozisyonlarini terk edip Tiirk
soyut sanatinin bas eserleri olarak tanimlanacak eserleri iiretmeye baslar.
Bizans mozaiklerinin ¢ok renkli kompozisyonlarini sanatina tastyarak
Avrupa sanatinda 6zgiin bir yer edinir. Sanat tarihimizde geometrik ve
lirik soyutun en dnemli temsilcisi olarak anilmaya baglanir.

Nejad Devrim (d.1923) 1939da hentiz Galatasaray Lisesinde 6grenci
iken, resim yapmaya basladi. 1941 yilinda Istanbul Devlet Giizel Sanatlar
Akademisine girdi ve Léopold Lévy'nin dnce dgrencisi, sonra da asistani
oldu. Yeniler Grubu'nun kurucu iiyeleri arasinda yer aldi. 1946 yilinda
Pariseyerlestive Gertrude Stein'in toplantilarina katilan sanat¢ilardan biri
oldu. Paris’teki Salon de Mai ve Salon de Réalités Nouvelles sergilerinde
yer aldi. 1947 yilinda Gallery Allardda ilk kisisel sergisini agti. 1954-
1962 yillar1 arasinda gergeklesen L'Ecole de Paris sergilerinin hepsine
katildi. Paris haricinde Londra, Lille, Kopenhag, New York, Varsova,
Pekin, Odense, Viyana, ve Randersde 4071 agkin kisisel sergi agti. 1952
yilinda Salon d'Octobre’'un kurucularindan biri oldu ve bagkanligini
yapt1. 1985 yilinda Polonya'nin giineyindeki Nowy-Sacz kentine yerlesti.
ve 1995 yilinda bu kentte yasamini yitirdi.
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Galeri Nev Istanbul is excited to present a solo show by Nejad Devrim,
one of the first modernist painters of Turkey. Titled Constructing the
Abstract, the show presents a selection of works on paper and paintings by
Devrim, produced during his Paris years (1947-1968). Presenting some of
the first examples of abstract art in Turkish history of art, the show aims to
provide an insight into the creative process of abstract works.

The artist’s works on paper brought together with his paintings from the
same period, bring into discussion the construction of an abstract work,
and the degree to which such a work is open to encounters of chance.
The paper works on display reveal the traces of artist’s investigation
and pursuit of abstraction. They make the viewer question whether an
abstract work can be designed beforehand and a preliminary design can
be formed. These works, shown publicly for the first time, make us ponder
how much discipline is needed to have an abstract method of expression.
We question the difference between works made with rapid, gestural
manners and the ones produced after a though-out composition. In the
light of all these reflections, viewers witness the construction of abstract
expression.

Nejad Devrim is among the Turkish artists who spent a significant period
of his career in Paris. He is a painter who flourished in the libertarian
atmosphere of Paris where artistic practice was fueled by an atmosphere
open to criticism. His aim was different than the previous generation of
Turkish intellectuals who came to Paris for a Western education only to
replicate it in Turkey. Devrim was part of a generation who constituted
the first modernists of Turkey. His works were contemporaneous to
modernist artists of his period and looked to actively participate in the
European art scene.

Upon his arrival to Paris in the fall of 1946, Devrim made a swift entry
to the Parisian art scene and opened up his first solo show in April 1947.
He became the first painter from Turkey to open a solo show in Paris. He
abandoned the figurative compositions that he commenced in Istanbul
and produced works that would later be identified as the masterpieces of
Turkish abstract art. He established a genuine place in the European art
scene by carrying the multi-colored compositions of Byzantine mosaics
to his works. Devrim is recognized as the most important representer of
geometrical and lyrical abstraction in Turkish history of art.

Nejad Devrim (b. 1923) started painting while studying at Galatasaray
High School in 1939. He enrolled in Istanbul Faculty of Fine Arts and had
been a student and later an assistant of Léopold Lévy. He was one of the
founding members of Yeniler Grubu. In 1946, Devrim moved to Paris and
became one of the artists who attended afternoon meetings at Gertrude
Stein’s apartment. He participated in Salon de Mai and Salon de Réalités
Nouvelles exhibitions in Paris. His first solo show took place in Gallery
Allard in 1947. Devrim participated in all of the exhibitions of LEcole
de Paris between 1954 — 1962. Apart from Paris, he opened over forty
solo shows in London, Lille, Copenhagen, New York, Warsaw, Beijing,
Odense, Vienna and Randers. In 1952, he founded Salon d’Octobre. In
1985 he moved to Nowy-Sacz in the south of Poland, and passed away
there in 1995.
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