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SELCUK DEMIREL “SiMDi / NOW” SERGISI iLE GALERi NEV iSTANBUL’DA

“Agacla agaci gormek arasinda diisiin yeri nedir?
Yasayanla yasam arasinda irmak ne yandan akar.”
Fernando Pessoa

Selcuk Demirel’in yeni kisisel sergisi “Simdi/Now” 4 Nisan’da Galeri Nev Istanbul’da aciliyor.
Demirel’in son ¢aligsmalarinin yer aldig1 “Simdi/Now” isimli sergi 3 Mayis tarihine dek goriilebilir.

John Berger’in dedigi gibi “Selcuk birsey gozlemledigi zaman, defterini ¢ikarip onu ¢izer; tipki bir
filozofun diislincelerini ya da bir sairin egretilemeleri not ettigi gibi”. Goézlemlediklerini ¢izdigi not
defterine “Simdi/Now” i¢in su kaydi diiser: “Sergi i¢in calistigim siirede her giin, su anda bunlari
cizerken, boyarken, diisiiniirken yasadigim duygularin aslolan duygular oldugunu, diiniin ve yarmin
olmadigini, ¢ok kisa bir siire sonra diin olacak “simdi’nin bir kelebek 6mrii kadar uzun ve 6nemli
oldugunu diisiindiim”.

Defile kitabi i¢in yazdig1 6nsd6zde Orhan Pamuk “Akil Sel¢uk Demirel’in ¢izgi dleminin baslangicinda yer
aldi hep. Tipki bir edebi-felsefi metni izler gibi aklin bir baslangi¢ oldugunu biliriz. Resmin odak noktast
olan akil —resimdeki kafa-beyin—, resmin diger késeleri, uzaktaki ufuk ¢izgisi, agaglar, sokaklar, evler ve
diger her seye iligkin bir tutum alir. Géziimiiz resmin, diizenlemenin kenarlarindaki seylerle mesgulken,
aklin her seyi sorun ettigini, her seyin de aklin bir sorunu hatta uzantisi oldugunu da kavrariz. Bati
felsefesi tarihinin kalbinde yatan akil-diinya ikiligi, bu ¢éziilmez gerginlik, bizi giiliimseten genel bir
manzara halini alir. Bu yiizden Sel¢uk 'un resimlerine bakma zevki, teselli edici bir rahatlik da verir bize”
demistir.

Demirel’in Yap1 Kredi Yaylar tarafindan gegtigimiz yil iginde yayinlanan “Defile” kitabinda yer alan
desenlerin bir kismin1 “Simdi/Now”da gormek miimkiin. Bu kitaptaki desenler icin M. Mehmet Aktan
“Demirel’in her ¢alismasinda insan denen varliga daha bir niifuz ettigini goriiyoruz. Demirel’in insani
ele gecirmeye niyetli oldugunu bir kez daha anliyoruz. Tersten bakarak diizii yasayabilmenin ardina
bakarak yolunu ¢izebilmenin, hayal ettigi gibi gorebilmenin hikayelerini anlatiyor Demirel. Varolusun ya
da bir varlik olarak insamin tirlii ¢esitli hallerini sergileyerek binbir renkten olusan bir diinyanin
kapilarint araliyor tinlii ¢izer bize” der.

Demirel’in 1974-2014 yillar1 arasinda basinda yer alan ¢izimlerinden olusan bir secki de 2 Nisan - 31
Agustos tarihleri arasinda Istanbul Fransiz Kiiltiir Merkezi’nin diizenledigi “Insanoglu Kus Misali” (A vol
d’oiseau) sergisinde goriilebilir.

Selguk Demirel 1954 tarihinde Artvin’de dogdu. ilk gizgilerini Ankara’da lise 6grencisi iken yayinladi.
Mimarlik 6grenimine devam ederken, Mimarlik dergisinde, Cumhuriyet ile Politika gazetelerinde ve
bir¢ok sendika dergi ve gazetesinde politik desenler ¢izdi. 1978 yilinda yerlestigi Paris’te Le Monde, Le
Monde Diplomatique, Le Nouvel Observateur gibi bir¢cok dergi ve gazetede desenleri diizenli olarak
yayimlanmaya basladi. Avrupa’dan sonra The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Time, The New
York Times, The Boston Globe, The Nation gibi Amerikan basininin 6nde gelen yayinlarinda yer aldi.
Cizgilerini Ankara, Istanbul, Paris, Duisburg ve Roma’da actig1 kisisel sergiler aracilig ile sergiledi.
Desenlerini diizenli olarak kitaplastirdi. Kirkin iizerinde desen albiimii yayinlayan Selguk Demirel, bir o
kadar sayida yetiskin ve ¢ocuk kitabi resimledi. Halen Paris’te yasayan ve ¢aligmalarini burada siirdiiren
Demirel, eserlerinde kiiltiir, medya, ekonomi, politika ve doga gibi global kavramlara elestirel bir
yaklagim getirir.

Galeri Nev Istanbul Pazar ve Pazartesi giinleri harig her giin saat 11:00-18:30 arasinda agiktir.
sosyal medyada Galeri Nev Istanbul:
Twitter: @GaleriNev, Facebook: facebook.com/GaleriNev
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SELCUK DEMIREL’S NEW SOLO SHOW “NOW” IS AT GALERI NEV iSTANBUL

“Where the dream is between the tree and seeing the tree,
On which side the river flows between life and the living.”
Fernando Pessoa

Selguk Demirel’s new solo exhibition “Now” opens at Galeri Nev istanbul on 4" of April. The exhibition
featuring Demirel’s latest drawings and illustrations can be visited till 3" of May.

As John Berger indicates: “When Selcuk observes something, he takes out a notebook, and jots down, as a
philosopher noted down ideas or a poet metaphors.” In his notebook in which he draws what he observes,
Demirel notes down the following lines for the exhibition “Now”: “During the time period 1 worked for
this exhibition, everyday, I thought that the feelings I experienced while I’'m drawing these at the moment,
painting them, thinking about them are the ones really count; I thought that there is neither yesterday nor
tomorrow... I thought that “now” which will become yesterday in a short while is as long and substantial as
the lifespan of a butterfly.”

In the preface he wrote for Demirel’s recent illustration books “Defile” Orhan Pamuk states: “Mind has
always been at the origin of Selcuk Demirel’s drawing universe. Just like following a literary-
philosophical text, we know that mind is a beginning. Mind, which is the focus of painting —the head and
brain in the painting-, develops an attitude towards other corners of the painting, the skyline out there,
tress, streets, houses and all else. While our eyes are busy with stuff in the corners of the painting, of the
composition, we also grasp that mind problematizes everything and everything is a problem of or even an
extension of mind. Mind-external world duality resting in the heart of Western philosophy history, this
insolvable tension, turns into a common landscape making us smile. For this reason the pleasure of
looking at Sel¢uk’s paintings also gives us a consoling peace.”

Some of the illustrations in Demirel’s recent book “Defile” published by YKY last year can be seen at the
exhibition “Now”. For the illustrations in this book M. Mehmet Aktan says: “We see that in each of his
work Demirel penetrates deeper into this being called as human. We understand that Demirel intends to get
hold of human once again. Demirel narrates the stories of living straight as looking awry, making one’s
own way while looking back, being able to see like dreaming. Through displaying various states of
existence or human as a being, the famous illustrator leaves the doors of a world made of a thousand colors
ajar.

A selection Demirel’s drawings and illustrations appeared in press between 1974-2014 can be seen at the
exhibition “A vol d’oiseau” organized by Institut Frangais Istanbul between 2™ of April and 31% of
August.

Selguk Demirel is born in 1954 in Artvin. Issued his first drawings during his high school years in Ankara.

While continuing with his higher education at Architecture, he draw numerous political drawings,
designed posters and brochures for many publications such as the
Mimarlik magazine, Cumhuriyet and Politika newspapers, syndicate journals and periodicals. Moved to
Paris in 1978 and began publishing his drawings regularly on Le Monde, Le Monde diplomatique, Le
Nouvel Observateur. Following the Europe, his drawings commenced to be emitted throughout the USA,
appearing on press like The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Time, The New York Times, The
Boston Globe and The Nation. Exhibited his drawings at solo shows in cities like Ankara, Istanbul, Paris,
Duisburg and Rome. Collected his drawings in books steadily. Demirel, whose over thirty drawing albums
is published, illustrated just as many books for children and adults. The artist who still lives and works in
Paris, introduces a new, critical approach to global concepts such as the culture, media, economy, politics
and nature.

Galeri Nev Istanbul is open between 11:00-18:30 except Mondays and Sundays.
Galeri Nev Istanbul in social media:
Twitter: @GaleriNev, Facebook: facebook.com/GaleriNev
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