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MELTEM ISIK iLK KiSISEL SERGISINi ACIYOR

“Ayni nehirde bir daha” (Twice into the stream) baslikl serisi ile Meltem Isik’in ilk
kisisel sergisi istanbul Galeri Nev’de 2 Mart 2012 tarihinde aciliyor.

Sanatgi fotograflarinda kisinin bedeniyle iliskisini, ayni anda hem géren hem
gorilen olma 6zelligi Gzerinden arastiriyor. Siradan olani mercek altina aldigi
isleri, insanin kendisini harici araglarin yardimi olmaksizin bir bitiin olarak
gormesinin imkansizhg fikri etrafinda sekilleniyor. Meltem Isik 6nce, kendimize
bakarken ciplak gozle gorebildigimiz bassiz viicuda dair, boyundan asagisiyla
sinirli, kendi arkasini glglikle iceren gorus alanini, modelin bedenine ait bir detay
olarak belgeliyor. Sanat¢i modeli bu detayin lizerine basildigi kumasa bakarken bir
daha goruntilediginde, parca ile biitlin arasinda bazen forma, bazen ise anlama
dayali daha dolayl iliskiler kurarak, goriilene dair alternatif okuma olanaklari ima
ediyor. Bire bir boyutta izleyiciyle ayni mekana getirdigi bedenler ile 6zel ve
kamusal alanin sinirlarini da sorguladigi bu seriye dair Meltem Isik soyle diyor:
“Her modelin katilimi ve katkisiyla strekli bir mizakere halinde gelisen siiregte
isler nihayetinde fotograf olarak viicut bulsa da, 6ziinde heykelle yakindan iliskili.
Benim igin bu isler yasayan, hareket eden, degisen ve her agidan bakildiginda
farkl olanaklar sunan, l¢ boyutlu bedenlerin ve karakterlerin fotografla
belgelenmesi. Kendime ¢ok yakin buldugum bu insanlari, bedenlerini ve
kendilerine has 6zelliklerini gozlemlemek, bana hicbir zaman bitinini
goremedigim kendi bedenime bakisimi ve onunla iliskimi yansitma imkani
sunuyor.”

1977 yilinda Ankara’da dogan Meltem Isik, New York’ta yasiyor. 1998’de Bilkent
Universitesi Grafik Tasarim Boliimi{’nden mezun olduktan sonra, New York’ta
Fashion Institute of Technology’de egitimine devam etti. 2011 yilinda Sabanci
Universitesi Gorsel Sanatlar Bélimii’nde yiiksek lisansini tamamladi. Yakin
zamanda Siemens Sanat’in organize ettigi yarismayla “Sinirlar Yoriingeler 09”
(2011) sergisine katildi.

Meltem Isik’in sergisi 2 Mart — 31 Mart 2012 tarihleri arasinda istanbul Galeri
Nev'de izlenebilir. Galeri Nev Pazar-Pazartesi harig her giin 11:00-18:30 arasi
aciktir.
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MELTEM ISIK’S FIRST SOLO SHOW “TWICE INTO THE STREAM” OPENS AT GALERI NEV

The complexity that originates from the capability of our bodies to see and be seen
simultaneously, reaches to the essence of the idea behind the series “Twice into the
stream”. Meltem lIsik approaches the ordinary human body in a spirit of inquiry, and
explores how we see ourselves in connection with how our body is seen and perceived
by others. The series is formed around the impossibility of seeing oneself as a complete
figure without the help of external devices such as mirrors and photographs, which to a
certain extent shape the notion we have of our own body images. Looking at ourselves
what we can see with our bare eyes is a headless body, a restricted view from neck
down, with the extended difficulty of seeing our back. Throughout the series, Isik
searches for a diverse and intriguing set of relationships between these parts we see
and the whole. Some body parts printed on the fabric that the model holds have purely
formal connections to the whole figure, while others rely more on meaning, and
sometimes become suggestive, implying alternative ways of reading their sum. She also
tries to communicate something intrinsic about the personality of the models, how they
relate to their own bodies, by having them look at themselves, rather than straight into
the camera; this way their attention is automatically introverted. The participation of
each individual model offers different opportunities to the artist with their unique
bodies, individual personalities, varying capabilities of movement, and traces of life and
age on their skins, as well as the rules they bring to the table about which parts of their
body can and cannot be photographed.

For the installation at Galeri Nev, Meltem Isik intends to create an intimate atmosphere
by surrounding the viewer with the life size images (210 x 140 cm) of these naked
bodies, and establish a non-hierarchical relationship between the viewer and the work.
By carrying what is private into public space, she generates a push and pull between

a feeling of intimacy and the violation of this intimacy.

Artist bio

Meltem Isik was born in 1977, Ankara and currently lives in New York. She received her
BFA from Bilkent University in Ankara, and continued her studies at the Fashion Institute
of Technology in New York. In 2011, Isik received her MA from the Department of Visual
Arts at Sabanci University in Istanbul. Her work was selected to be included in the
“Borders Orbits 09” exhibition organized by Siemens Sanat (2011). Her first solo show is
scheduled to be at Galeri Nev, Istanbul in March 2012.

The exhibition is on view at Galeri Nev Istanbul between March 2nd and March 31st.
The Gallery is located on istiklal Caddesi, Misir Apt. No:163, 4th Floor, Beyoglu, Istanbul.
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