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EROL AKYAVAS’IN TURKIYE’DE DAHA ONCE SERGILENMEMIS
ESERLERI GALERI NEV’DE

Galeri Nev Istanbul, Tiirk cagdas resminin en 6nemli isimleri arasinda yer alan Erol
Akyavas’in agirlikli olarak ikona formunda trettigi caligmalarindan olusan eserlerine
6 Nisan - 5 Mayzs tarihleri arasinda ev sahipligi yapiyor.

Erol Akyavas resimle yapmak istedigini gazel formuyla modern siir yazmak olarak
Ozetler. Akyavas resmi tasvirin Otesine tagir ve insan aklinin evreni anlamlandirma
bicimlerini tefsir eder. Tefsirin kokeninde kesif vardir. Akyavas hem goriiniir olani
hem de goriinmeyeni kesfetmeye koyulur, kesfini resimle kusatmaya yonelir. Eski
sehir planlarina, arkeolojik kaz1 alanlarina benzeyen kompozisyonlar, duvarlar,
labirentler ve surlar Akyavas’in kesif yolculugu sirasinda kurdugu, resmini ikamet
ettirdigi mekanlardir. Akyavas mekanla birlikte bedeni de arkeolojik bir ilgiyle
yeniden bi¢cimlendirmeye yonelir. Boncuklarla bezedigi ikonalara ¢izilmis,
yapistirtlmis, boyanmig beden parcalar: kutsalligi ve dliimliiliigii ayn1 anda ¢agristirir.
Akyavag’in ikonalar1 sanat¢inin ilgi alaninin yalnizca mistisizm olmadigini,
sanat¢inin resmini ¢ok kiiltiirliiliigiin insanliga hediye ettigi birikim iizerine
kurdugunu bizlere tekrar hatirlatir.

20. yiizy1l resim sanatina 0zgiin bir bakis agis1 getiren Erol Akyavas yagsami boyunca
New York ve Istanbul arasinda sanat ¢alismalarini siirdiirdii. Resim ¢aligmalarina
Giizel Sanatlar Akademisi, Bedri Rahmi atolyesinde misafir 6grenci olarak baglayan
Akyavag Paris’te André Lhote ve Fernand Léger ile calisti. Ardindan Illinois Institute
of Technology’de mimarlik egitimi gordii. Mezuniyetinden kisa bir siire sonra heniiz
24 yasindayken, New York Modern Sanatlar Miizesi (MoMA), Erol Akyavas’in
“Padisahlarm Ihtisam1” adl1 tablosunu koleksiyonuna katt1.

Eserleriyle diinya ¢capinda ses getiren sanatginin katildigi onemli sergiler arasinda
MoMA'’da diizenlenen “Modern Resmin Tarihi” (1962), St. Petersburg Benois
Saray1’ndaki “Ikonoklastlar i¢in ikonalar” (1990) ve British Museum
koleksiyonundaki eserlerinin sergilendigi “Word into Art” (2006) sergileri yer alir.
2000 yilinda sanat¢inin 6liimiinden kisa bir siire sonra Dolmabahge Kiiltiir
Merkezi’nde kiiratorliigiinii Beral Madra ve Haldun Dostoglu’nun yaptig1 ve iic yiize
yakin eserin bir araya getirildigi en genis kapsamli Erol Akyavas retrospektifi biiyiik
ilgi toplayarak 20.000 kisi tarafindan izlenmisti.

6 Nisan Cuma giinii acilacak sergi 5 Mayis’a kadar gezilebilir. Galeri Nev Istanbul
Pazar-Pazartesi hari¢ her giin 11:00-18:30 aras1 agiktir.

Daha fazla bilgi ve gorsel i¢in liitfen iletisim kurunuz: info@ galerinevistanbul.com
Sosyal medyada Galeri Nev: facebook.com/GaleriNev
Twitter@GaleriNev
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RARELY SEEN WORKS BY EROL AKYAVAS ARE ON VIEW
AT GALERI NEV ISTANBUL

Galeri Nev Istanbul hosts works by Erol Akyavas: one of the most renowned names in
contemporary Turkish painting. In the exhibition a collection of works mostly
composed of icon like pieces will be on view between April 6" and May 5".

Akyavag epitomizes what he strives to accomplish in painting as, "writing poetry in
the form of gazel’". He consigns his painting beyond depiction and interprets different
ways in making sense of the universe like an exegesis. Akyavas is intertwined in
exploring both the visible and the invisible; he besieges his discoveries with painting.
Compositions resembling the old city plans, archeological excavation sites, the walls,
labyrinths and fortification walls are all among the spaces that he chooses for his
paintings to dwell in. Akyavas inclines to reshape the figure as well as the space with
an archeological interest. Images of body parts pasted or drawn on icon like pieces
adorned with beads evoke sanctity and mortality at the same time. His icons remind
us that his subject of interest is not only mysticism, but also the deposition bestowed
by a multi cultural heritage.

As an artist distinguished with his unique approach to painting, Erol Akyavag has
pursued his career between New York and Istanbul. He had begun his art education in
Mimar Sinan Fine Arts Faculty, Bedri Rahmi studio as a guest student. He then
worked with André Lhote and Fernard Léger in Paris. He continued his studies in
architecture at the Illinois Institute of Technology. Shortly after his graduation, while
he was just 24, New York Modern Arts Museum (MOMA), acquired his painting
Glory of the Sultans in their collection.

Well known with his internationally acclaimed works, Akyavas participated
exhibitions held in many well known contemporary art institutions like MOMA
(1962) and British Museum (‘World into Art’ exhibition, 2006). At St. Petersburg
Benois Palace his icons were exhibited with the title ‘Icons for Iconoclasts’ (1990).
Shortly after his death, in 2000 the most comprehensive Erol Akyavas retrospective
exhibition was held in Dolmabahg¢e Culture Center curated by Beral Madra and
Haldun Dostoglu. In the exhibition more than three hundred works by the artist were
on view and more than 20.000 people visited the retrospective.

The exhibition is on view at Galeri Nev Istanbul between April 6 to May 5
The Gallery is located on Istiklal Caddesi, Misir Apt. No:163, 4th Floor, Beyoglu, Istanbul.

LA literary form in Ottoman poetry
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